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Abstract

Women'’s Changing Participation in the Labor Force:

A World Perspective

This paper describes the contemporary composition of the labor force

during economic development, for men and women, by firm or family, employment,

and by industry. The increasing fraction of all men and all women employed by

firms is decomposed into that related to the changing sectoral mix of

employment across national economies, and that related to changes in the

proportion of employment by firms within sectors. Regressions are reported to

describe how each of these sources of employment change are associated with
income per adult across countries at different levels of development, and
within countries over time. Women have increased their share in ‘the labor
force in all regions except for South and West Asia and Africa. They have
made slower progress from family to firm employment in Latin America than
observed in other regions. Women's differential progress in assuming a more
equal role with men in the labor force, and particularly their employment

outside of the family warrants more detailed analysis by economists.
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Women’s Changing Participation in the Labor Force:

A World Perspective®

Women'’s economic activities are hard to compare precisely across countries
and sometimes difficult even to compare within countries over time. Cultural
variation in interpreting what is productive work compounded by differences in
the statistical definition of who is in the labor force are responsible for
much ambiguity in measurements of women’s productive roles that straddle home
and market economic activities. It is widely recognized that women's
activities are changing rapidly in high income, technologically advanced,
countries.l/ The diversity is even greater across low income countries in what
women do, but there is little consensus on how these roles are changing today.
This paper assesses patterns in women’s labor force participation and the
composition of this participation among wage earners, self-employed, and unpaid
family workers.

The shift of the locus of employment in contemporary societies from family
to firm is attributed to technological economies of scale in production and
finance, and the capacity of firms to minimize transaction costs, particularly
in such major sectors as manufacturing, construction, commerce and services.Z2/
For women, it is also hypothesized that obtaining a job for wages outside of
the family contributes to women’s control over the returns to their labor and
hence augments their relative power in the allocation of household economic
resources.>/ This economic status of women relative to men may in turn be
associated with specific consumption patterns, investments in the health and

education of children, and declines in fertility.
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Despite the limitations of international census and survey data, about
sixty countries report labor force data by sex, for at least two points in
time, disaggregated by wage/self-employed/unpaid family workers, and by sector
of economic activity. These data are the focus of this paper, though they
clearly are not a representative sample of the world's population. The
sectoral composition of employment, as well as the mix of firm and family based
jobs, changes systematically with development.i/ This paper considers whether
recent trends in women’s labor force participation and the type of jobs held
are explained by the intersectoral shifts in the distribution of employment or
by trends within these sectors.

The association between the distribution of employment by industry and job
type and the rate of participation in the market labor force by women probably
embodies relationships operating in both directions. Changes in the final
demands for goods and services, due to increases in per capita income for
example, may alter the mix of employment by industry with consequences on the
fraction of jobs that women are likely to hold. Conversely, an increase in the
rate of participation by women will depress wages in those industries that are
peculiarly intensive users of female labor, lowering unit costs and encouraging

expansion of output and of female employment in these sectors. No attempt is

made here to ident

ify s ically and separate the comnsequences of a shift in
the demand or the supply schedule by specifying the variables that operate only
on the supply of women wanting work, or only on the demand for goods produced
predominantly by women. The decompositions of labor force outcomes by
industrial sector can be strictly interpreted, only if it is assumed that
changes in demand occurring with economic growth are responsible for part of
the variation in women'’'s labor force participation patterns but that the causal

effect in the opposite direction is relatively minor.
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I. Basic Data and Methods
Labor Force Concepts and Job Type

Population censuses and household surveys frequently tabulate persons in -
the labor force by sex and by industry, as well as by "type of employment."
This classification of job type refers to (1) wage and salary workers, (2)
employers, self-employed or own account workers, (3) unpaid family workers, and
(4) others. The category "others" often includes unemployed and "not specified
elsewhere" as well as a heterogeneous mixture of groups that differ from
country to country, such as in some cases the armed forces. This "other"
category is rarely more than ten percent of the labor force, and because it
cannot generally be allocated by industry, it is excluded here.

The fraction of a specific job type in "total" employment is thus defined
as one job type over the sum of the first three job types, for example, the
fraction of wage earners (W; = (1)/(1 + 2 + 3)) approximates the importance of
firm as opposed to family based employment. Persons holding more than one type
of job are allocated to their primary job, but in the case of agriculture those
who cultivate their own, rented, or share-cropped land are categorized as
self-employed, though they may also work for wages, possibly outside of the
agricultural sector. Because individuals cannot allocate their time
proportionally across types of jobs or across sectors, these traditional
tabulations of labor force by primary attachment are potentially misleading.

There does not appear to be a commonly accepted definition of a worker.
Consequently, from country to country the definition of "participating in
gainful activity" varies, and has an effect on "measured" participation rates,
particularly for women. Even within a country over time, definitions may be

modified with serious consequences for the number of persons enumerated in
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unpaid family work.2/ The need to adjust labor force statistics across
countries and over time to reflect a common concept of gainful activity is
widely recognized. This difficult-task is not attempted here. Because of this
‘measurement problem, rseparate analyses of ‘the data for men and women are
reported, and since the definition of male and female wage earners is subject
to less ambiguity than other job types, comparisons of male and female wage

- earners ‘across populations are-also undertaken.- Because more than-95 percent:
of men age 25 to 55 tend to be counted as being in the labor force in censuses
and surveys, variation in the concept of labor force activity is relatively
minor for measuring male participation in these ages. But even for men when
participation is averaged for all persons over age 15, the extent of schooling
and differences in age composition can affect substantially aggregate
participation, in a manner that has not yet been sufficiently studied by
economists.

The distinction is also drawn between the "informal® and "formal" sector,
but this means many things to different analysts and no satisfactory scheme of
measurement has been proposed.i/ Some workers in small unregulated firms using
traditional production technologies, and not benefiting from a formal contract,
are said to belong to the "informal" sector, but they are classified here
simply as wage earners, for lack of information on firm size, production
technology, or type of labor contract. Most family and self-employed workers
are plausibly assigned to the "informal" sector. The firm-family job type
distinction analyzed here may therefore approximate the formal-informal sector

dichotomy. The match, however, is anything but exact.
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Descriptive Statistics of Labor Force by Sector

Tabulations of the labor force by job type, sex, and eight industrial
sectors. at two points in time were obtained for 75 countries, but only 61 are
analyzed here that also have constant local price series on GNP.L/ These are
listed in Appendix Table A-1. Table 1 reports for males the sample labor force
weighted means and standard deviation of the sector’s share of total employment
(left panel) and the fraction of wage earners in a sector's employment (right
panel). The weighted averages are also disaggregated by five regions of the
world. It should be noted that subSaharan Africa is represented by only one
country, Cameroon, and therefore the African region is labeled "North Africa"
as a reminder that the sample does not represent the entire continent. The
initial and final year available for each country differ (Table A-1), but tend
to span ten to thirty years from 1950 to 1982. Most of the male labor force is
employed in four sectors, as seen from the left side of Table 1, namely,
agriculture, manufacturing, commerce and services. As the fraction of male
employment in agriculture drops from 62 to 14 percent between low and high
income countries (Cols. 2 and 3), the fraction in manufacturing increases from
11 to 29, commerce from 7 to 16, and services from 12 to 20 percent. Table 2
provides the same data for women. A similar decline in agriculture, but a

smaller rise in manufacturing and a larger gain in commerce and services across
development groups is noted for women than for men. Fifty-four percent of
employed men and 58 percent of the employed women are classified as wage or
salary earners (right side of Tables 1 and 2). Contrasting the low and high
income countries, agriculture has consistently the lowest fraction of wage
earners, 25 to 29 percent for males and 30 to 14 percent for females, while the

small sectors of mining and utilities contain primarily male wage earners, 88

to 97 and 94 to 99 percent, respectively, in low and high income countries.

/u/1v/MsWomLaFor2 12/06/88




*S9TIIUNCO ,,UOSUT MOTy SYF JO UNOpMEesIq TeuoTbex o3 Burpniout 3sTT e J0F T-Y Tqel 995

*oxow J0 GT @bk sorew o3 sjuedrorired @00y JogqeT STEW o
*JSPUTEUDI Y} SPNTOUT SOTIJUNOO SWODUT MOT pue
‘pueTeaz MON pue erTeIlsny ‘vsn ‘epeue) ‘edoang uregsem ‘ueder sepnfout pue T-Y oTdRL UT AToHo3ed ,,3SOM, 9U} ITA STOWAUOUAS &Ie SSTIIUNCD SWOOUT UYDBTH q

‘uesul yyEsRq sesoyjuaTed UT poyiodel ST UOTIRTASD pIepue)s poqubIom ple ‘Awoucse Jo Jojoes ut juswhoTdus aTew Aq pojubrem aie suesul AT3UNCD p

6¢ T £ Tt 9¢ LE 00T 6¢ 1T £ Tt o¢ LE 00T (qusoxed ut)
ubTeM JusuAoTdig
ot 9 9 LT 6¢ ze 19 ot 9 9 LT 6¢ 44 19 SOTIQUNOD JO Tocumy
{z90°)  (190°) (s¥v1*) (160°) (060°) (0os0°)  (so1°)
616" 1€8° 98L* 4% LL8* vaL® £z8* 591ex uoTaedroTyaed
(vg0°)  (81T1*) (0sT*) (1OT") (o€T*) (etT*)  (82Z°)
6ve” voe® 156° 666" £6€° o6L* 6£S° 00°1 00°T 00°T 00°1 00°T 00°T 00°T - Tea0L
(660°) (£80°) (9s0°*) (¥¥0°) (¥1T°) (¥s0°)  (ov1*) (s60°)  (e¥1°) . (cot*)  (Ler*)  (g€1°) (zxt°)  (g92°)
$9G° 159° o9L’ veL® 0£9° oL8* oL zeer £LE" £sy” £2g° LLE" 798" G66° I PO TIOYUON
(6tt*) (gs0°*) (ov0°) (grt°) (ezT*) (TE0°)  (LoOT") (ze0*)  (1£0°)  (9zo*)  (sg0°)  (0%0°) (to0*)  (g90°)
yIL® 668° 206° 8GL* 6GL* zL8 918° 601" €etr” GST* LET® 8IT" 102" 6bT* SOOTATOS
(teo*) (e11°) (2s0°) (160°) (ooT*) (8%0°)  (TET") (tro*) (ozo*) (st0°) {st0*) (910°) (zt0°)  (920°)
269° yoL" 818° 8TIL® 80L° 626° T€8° 620° 8£0° v0° 050°* G€0°* 8L0° 150° uoTyeaIodsueay,
(Leo°)  (vetr*)  (teo*) (680°) (ser*)  (ee1*)  (¥52°) (zto°) (sg0°)  (v10*)  (9zo°)  (Lz0°) (tv0°)  (1%0°)
9gez* vee® £ve” 1X: 12 so0g* seL’ £¥G* 190° 260" 280" T60° €L0° G6T* £0T* SoTWID
(6s1°) (ggr*) (260°) (£60°) (o9T*) (290°) (o1T") (920*) {1e0°) (L¥0°) (820°*) (Z£0°) (¢20')  (L¥0°)
999° 9z8° 6£8° yLL® zvL” L£8* 508° £20° 1€0° £60° 890° €£0° orT"* 190° UOTIONIISUOD
(ss0°) (gs0°) (ego°) (ev0°) (ss0°*) (z10°) (£¥0*) (z00°) (e00°) (voo*) (rLoo*)  (g£00°) (so0°)  (Loo*)
2ee6” 296° ¥86° £ve6* GE6° 166° vL6° ¥00° 200° 900" L00° ¥00°* 910° 800" S2TATITIN
(6ot°) (geT”) (9tT°) (280°) (ost*) (es0*) (g61°) (610°) (es0°*) (6z0°*) (9g0°) (ezv0°) (ss0*) (860°)
T0SG* zoL’ g8L* cezg” £29° 826° 808° T0T® z80° GoT* $ot1° 60T’ o8z’ TAR AuTIMgoRINUER
(gso°) (oct*) (oso*) (£90°*) (2e0°) (og0°) (sL0*) (zoo0°) (e00°) (ot10°) (€£10°)  (900°) (eto*)  (tt0°)
LG8° geg” 696° 1iv6* z88° zL6° 96" 900° ¥00°* 800° 9T10° 900° 610° 110° BUTUTH
(tgo*) (oso°) (zer-)  (vere)  (tTT°)  (%%T°)  (LTT°) {se0°)  (y1°)  (Lot*)  (rert)  (gg1°) (zt1°)  (992°)
Tve” 191" LLE® L9g" ose” 682° 552" 899° 129" LYS"® LLY® £29° 8cT” ohy” aI o Tty
(v1) (c1) (e) (to) (oT) (6) (8) (L) (9) (s) (v) (€) (2) (1)
ersy eISY _
3SoM ISy  BOTIJVY EOTISUN SWOOUI  Swoour 3ISoM eISY BOTAIV ROTISWY  Swooul Clieeiny squsufoding
8 oS 3sed  UMON  urjel oUPTH  DTIOM ¥ ynos Ised - UION uT3el o1 oUbPTH  PTIOoM Jo ao30es
SIoUIC] ODEM oUyY OUM SMofiOM O1BA JO UOoT130edd T a03098 UT PoAOTANE SISMA0M o1 JO uoljoedd
eothay pue 303005 Aq
sTouTed obeM 9TEH pue SITHIOM 9TeH JO UWOTHKIIISTA
1 oT9el .
. 88/62/0T T *d qelqeTuoMsW/AT/n/




*2101 J0 GT obe aTewel J0I sjuedrorided s0I0 Jodel oTewsd o

*SOTIJUNCO ,AWOOUT MOT, O3 JO UMopseald Teuorbsx oy Butpnout 3sTT © J03 -V SRl 995 “ISpUTRNRI SU3 SPUTOUT SOTAJUNCO SUOOUT MOT pue

‘pueteey MON pue eTTRIISNY ‘Ysn ‘epeue) ‘odoang uxsaseM ‘ueder sepnour pue T-Y¥ STdel Ut K1oboqeo ,3seMmy SU3 UITA SNOWAUOUAS e SSTIJUNOO SWIOOUT UDBTH o
Uealr Yjeeueq Seseyjueded ur pejaodex ST UOTIRTASP prepuels pojublom pue ‘Amoucce Jo J0joes Ut uanfoTdwe oTeweI Aq pojubTom arxe suesul ATRUNOD »

8z ST 10 80 4] £ 00T 82 ST 10 80 zs 8y 001 (queozed ur)
JubTeM JusuioTdu
ot 9 9 L 6€ zz 19 0T 9 9 LT 6¢ 2z 19  SOTIUNCD JO JaqunN
(s¥1°) (9v1°) (ewr)  (£80°)  (8GT°) (680°) (seT°)
8ze” TGy" 74N Lvz: 9z¢* LLE”® 6v¢" o®7ex uotqedioTaaed
(gst°) (2vt) (eve)  (uor°) (ere:) (981°) (s88E") .
6GE" 862" 90¢* 8G69° g8¢* 66L° £85° 00°T 00°T 00°T 00°1T 00°T 00°1 00°T Te10l,
(soz*) (eor*) (ss1*) (e0r") (gzZ*) (880°)  (LOZ°) (etT*) (991°) (e1e")  (8GT°)  (8GZ") (ev1°)  {s¥e*)
Ley” 8s¥* osL* zGL’ 196° 688° £6L° 6LT" T6g" Lee” g6L° LEE® 6.8° 966" I TROTIEYUON
(6vz°) (860*) (ov0°) (¥80°)  (we1*) (960°) (L2T°) (650°) (e90°) (zee*) (z¥vr)  (2o1°) (czt°) (oe1°)
¥29° TT8° €96° vezs: gLL® LZ6° £88° zLo® 91T ooz* 69%" 8yT"* £6¢€° 592° SSOTATOS
(oct*) (ogt*)  {rg0°)  (wLo°)  (est*)  (920°)  (¥L0°) (c00*) (900°) (ot0°) (¥00°)  (900°) (goo°)  (¥t10°)
(stL*) (tes* £96° £v6° 0s8° 896° 256° £00° £00° L00* 110° ¥00°* 620° 910° uotyeIodsuesy,
(egT*) (otT*) (ewz*) (90z°) (ggz*) (aL1°)  (Log) (e10°) (¥so*)  (t2o°)  (290°)  (LL0°) (evo°)  (s60°)
GeT* 62T’ e T0S° 1€2”° SLL® Lz9° 910" ‘gGT* 8€0° 8z1* ¥L0° 812" Ind e : [OTMOD
(ttT°) (8L0°) (e9t*) (z60°) (6L1°) (g60°)  (g€T*) (c00*) (€00°) (s00°)  (c00°)  (€£00°) (soo*)  (Lo0°)
G65° LLS® £88° 006° 9TL" 8e8* 808" ¥00° £00° £00° G00°* ¥00°* £10° 800° UOTAONIISUCO
(ver-) (est*) (eer*)  (290°)  (Loz*) - (g00°)  (1L1°) (too*) -(too°) (eoo*) (co0°)  (z200°) (z00°)  (z00°)
L8S° 816° L6° ov6° 969° G66° vi6° 200° 000° 200° £00° T00°* ¥00° £00° SSTATTTAN
(oct*) (ovz*) (ssz*) (ooz°)  (orz*)  (LL0°)  (9rz°) (es0*) (ozo*) (ett*) (g90°)  (sL0°) (960°)  (880°)
892" AXN 98¥* £zL” AN 626° 1L 080° 60T* 9L0°* LLT® £0T" 61z’ 8GT* HuramyorInue
(Lv0°) (zze*) (sv1*)  (vot*)  (Le1°)  (gz0°)  (eET°) (too*) (ooo°) (g00°)  (g00°)  (200°) (voo*)  (c00°)
AN Geg* 626° 1€8° 8GL" 996°* GL8° €00° 100°* 100° ¥00°* Z00* £00° £00° BUTUTH
(oz*) (evT*) (rot*) (Lgz*)  (eoz*) (yLr7)  (T12°) (ett*) (99t*) (gcre)  (sstr*)  (8g2*) (ev1*)  (gve*)
yye* S6T* 5L0° L62° L62° 8ET* sLe” 128° 609° £L9° 502° £99° 121" vop* A TNOT.
(vt) (cT) (z1) (tT) (ot) (6) (8) (L) (o) (s) (v) (<) (2) (1)
eTsy ersy
3IS9M OISy BOTAIV LOTISWY  SWOOUL  Swod] ISIM 'ISY ©BOTIIVY ROTISWY  Suwooul SAABOUT Ao Tdug
R yanog Jsed  UMON  urje] gO1  qUPTH  PTIoM R ynos.  3sed  UQION urjel g1 qUBTH  PTIOM Jo 103095
T T saouwiey obeM ouy OUM SJIoI0M oldleod JO uorTyorid 03095 UL POAOTOI SJIo3I0M o(ewsd JO UOTIoRl]
gwothey pue 103095 Aq

ST obtM oTHRd pue SISHION oTemdd JO uoTinqrusTa

Z oTueL
88/G2/0T 7 *d celqeTuoMsH/AT/n/




-6-

The sectors that evidence the largest changes in the fraction of wage earners
with development are commerce, that more than doubles from 23 or 31 percent for
women and men in low income countries to 74 or 78 percent in high income - . -
countries, and manufacturing where the analogous increase is from 47 or 62, to
93 percent for both sexes. Intermediate increases are seen for construction,
transportation, and services, from about 70 to 90 percent wage earners.

With the exception of agriculture, the shift from family to firm employment
is evident for both men and women. To determine whether men or women are
disproportionately entering (or exiting) the labor force and then making this
transition from family to firm employment, Table 3 summarizes by region the
figures for this same sample of countries. First the population weighted
averages are reported and then the annual rates of change. Several patterns
are notable. 1In the full labor force, women constitute about a third of the
workers, but the fraction is declining by .67 percent per year in the low
income countries, while increasing by .22 percent per year in the high income
countries. Given the preponderance of populations in the South and West Asian
countries in particular, the share of female workers in my entire sample (i.e.
the world) is declining. It may be observed, however, that this fraction is
nonetheless increasing in Latin America and East Asia at a substantial rate.
Regional differences in the direction of change in women’s labor force roles
are evidently pronounced. It is not surprising, therefore, that there is no
consensus on trends associated with development in women'’s labor force
participation.

This decline can be traced in Table 3 more specifically to the decline in
self-employed women in South and West Asia (-1.86 percent per year) and a much
more gradual decline in North Africa, plus a smaller reduction in women as a

fraction of family unpaid workers in North Africa. Although this decline in
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the fraction of women in family employmént is large in the population weighted
sample, it may be partly a result of spurious changes in the definition of the
labor force between the Indian censuses of 1961 and 1971. However, similar
declines are evident in Pakistan from 1961 to 1971, and in Bangladesh from 1961
to 1974, except in wage employment. It has also been argued that the 1961
Indian and Pakistan Censuses modified traditional labor force definitions with
a resulting upward shift in the reported level of economic activity for both
women and men, compared with either 1951 or 1971.%/ This pattern of decreasing
labor force activity rates by women in South and West Asia, that is apparent at
least through the early 1970s, has not been extensively analyzed. It may be
due to the sluggish overall growth of the region except for oil, or to the
lower levels of school enrollment among women than men that placed women in the
region at a disadvantage relative to men in market employment.

Disaggregating by sector the female fraction of the labor force and the
female fraction of wage earners in Table 4 provides further evidence of the
contrary trends in women's participation by region. Even among wage earners,
the fraction of women in manufacturing is low in North Africa and both portions
of Asia, for in these regions women in manufacturing are mostly self-employed
or family unpaid workers, presumably in home-based craft production. In
commerce (i.e. wholesale and retail trade) women are a smaller fraction of wage
earners in Asia than they are of the total labor force, because (particularly
in East Asia) women are frequently traders and shopkeepers. Women constitute
two-thirds of the family workers and a half of the self-employed working in
commerce in Asia. The roles of women in agriculture are heterogeneous across
regions of the world and agriculture is the dominant sector in the largest and
poorest nations.2/ Women represent a third of the total agricultural labor

force in high income countries and a somewhat smaller fraction in low income
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regions. But among wage earners in agriculture, women are a larger share in
the less developed countries than in the high income countries. In the
delivery of services, women are a majority of the work force in developed
countries but only a third in the low income countries. 1In Latin America women
are also a majority of service workers, whereas that proportion is much lower
in North Africa and South and West Asia. The shift in the composition of
production and employment out of agriculture and into manufacturing and
services is thus associated with opportunities for women'’'s employment to expand

relative to men’s, particularly as wage earners.

Decomposition of Changes in Labor Force Status

Two indicators of women's position in the labor force emerge from these
tabulations:. (1) the fraction of a certain type (i) of job occupied by women,"
Ti, which is a measure of women’s employment status relative to men, and (2)
the fraction of women workers who have a specific type of job, W;j, or the
relative composition of women’s jobs. To relate changes in these aggregate
indicators of the labor market to changes in the sectoral composition of
employment that parallel the development process a simple decomposition is
exploited. For example, the national fraction of women workers who are in the
first category of jobs, i.e. wage earners, W1., is defined as the sum of
worker-weighted sector-specific (j) proportion of women workers who are wage

earners:

Wy, = Zwljnj ,
J

and change in this national employment indicator can be decomposed into three

parts, according to the sectoral disaggregation:
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AW} = ) njAWyj + ) WijAng + ) Anjauy (1)
J N 3

- where W1j is the fraction of women in sector j who are wage earners, nj is the

proportion of women workers in sector j, and A denotes change over a specified

period. The first component of (1) is the intrasectoral change in the share of

wage earners, assuming the initial relative employment distribution of women
among sectors, nj, does not change. The second component is the intersectoral
change due to shifts in the relative distribution of women'’s employment among
sectors, assuming no change in within sector fractions of wage earners. The
third or residual interaction term captures the covariation in the relative
size of sectors and change in their fractions of wage earners.

~ This form of decomposition is useful if the three identified sources of
change have meaning in terms of the origin of the change or its economic and
social consequences. In the case at hand, the standard definition of
industrial sectors relates to different kinds of outputs, and development
entails a shift in output and employment from agriculture to industry
(manufacturing/mining/utilities/construction/transportation) and to services
(commerce, business, governmental and personal services).ig/ A major source of
structural change caused by economic development arises from this form of

intersectoral shift of production activity and employment, and is linked to the

second component in the above decomposition. Sectoral shifts in output can be
driven by sectoral differences in either factor productivities (technology),
which affect the relative price of sectoral output (Gershenkron effects), or
income elasticities of consumer demand (tastes) for the output of various
sectors, which change the mix of final goods domestically demanded (Engel

effects). Income effects on the composition of demand are moderated and factor
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productivity effects on the composition of output are augmented if the domestic
economy is open to international trade and a sector’s output (and input) is
‘tradeable and specialization thereby encouraged. This is a reflection of the
assumption that a small country is a price taker in the open world economy,
~because world demands are more price elastic than protected national demands.
In an open economy, therefore, development influences the composition of
national output primarily through its effect on factor productivity across
sectors.

Intrasectoral change in the mix of wage and family employment, or the first
component in the decomposition, depends on change in organization and
technology that makes it more or less efficient for firms to produce a given
output than for families or self-employed individuals. At the high level of
-.aggregation considered here (2 digit industries), firms and families in the
same sector may well produce quite different commodities. Shifts in the
composition of output within a sector that are not observed in my data could
thus explain an increase in le, just as intersectoral shifts in proportions of
employment at the national level can explain the increase in W1.. Technical
‘change may contribute to an increase in the optimal (unit-cost minimizing)
scale of production. Available data, however, distinguish only the threshold
between a family-sized enterprise and a small-firm, not employment by various
size classes of firms. - The exception to such scale economies appears to be
agriculture, where modernization in high income countries leads to a
consolidation of land and increasing capital intensity, without requiring the
replacement of the nuclear family as the labor/management unit. In most other
sectors it is anticipated that development leads to increasing reliance on
units of production that are of larger scale than the family. How much larger

is not a question that these data can address.
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Estimating Determinants of Component Changes
The above outlined decomposition-of changes in indicators of labor force

- status provides information-on whether intersectoral shifts in jobs or

-intrasectoral changes in job types are responsible. for current movements in the

labor market position of women. A second phase of the analysis is to account
for these inter (Anj) and intra (Awlj) sectoral changes in the labor market.
Initially only income per adult, an approximation of economic development, is
treated as the determinant of these sector and job composition changes. The
data are again national and represent a panel of cross sections. The same
relationship can be estimated from between country variation (i.e. the cross

. e s . . . . . 11
section) or from the within country variation (i.e., time serles).—_/

Wikt = @¢p + a1 In Yyie + pp + ekt (2)

where In Yi¢ is the natural logarithm of real GNP in the kth country at time t
. 12 . ;s .
per potential worker age 15 to 64——/, Pk 1s a country specific fixed-effect
embodying omitted time invariant explanatory factors, and ey an error that is
serially uncorrelated.
Changes over time within countries are analyzed in the same framework by

first differencing within countries:

AWkt = (Wike - Wikt-n)/n = a1(4n Yie - In¥ye.pn)/n + (exe-eke-n)/n (3)

where n is the longest postwar interval for which the required data is
. 13
available for each country.——/ The same methods are used to analyze cross

sectional and time series variation in ny to account for intersectoral changes
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in the relative distribution of employment that is associated with growth in
income. More suitable nonlinear models for these dependent variables, le and
- ny, that are limited to the unit interval,  such as the logistic and the fixed:
effect logit specification for within country estimates, did not change
qualitatively any of the conclusions reported later, and they do not conform to
the linear decomposition of changes outlined earlier.22/

Kuznets, among others, compared differences in economic structure across
countries at different stages of economic development with the analogous
differences that occur within countries as they develop.ii/ The analysis
outlined here is therefore undertaken for the same reason. Within country
comparisons are for many purposes better designed, because they implicitly hold
constant for any time-invariant country-specific omitted variables (p). On
‘the. other hand, they tend to be less precise, because only short -intervals in-
the development process are observed and short run fluctuations, disequilibria,
and errors in measurement are thus more likely to mask long run equilibrium

tendencies.

IT. Evidence of Changes in Labor Force Status

Wage earners as a proportion of all male employed workers increased in this
population weighted sample by .69 percent per year. The fraction of wage
earners among female workers increased twice as rapidly, by 1.51 percent per
year. Although the fraction of wage earners increased on average, it fell in a
number of countries, many of which are in Latin America. Countries that
experienced no growth in the fraction of wage earners tended to grow slowly
(Cf. Table A-1). The exceptions are frequently countries with effective
minimum wage legislation. The redeployment of workers from families to firms

thus appears to be associated with the success of the economy to grow and the
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lack of minimum wage legislation that increases differentially the cost of
labor to firms.

Sectoral decompositions-of the change  in'the share of wage earners for men
and women are reported in Tables 5 and 6, first on the basis of a two-way
‘partition of the labor force into agricultural and nonagricultural workers; “and
then according to an eight-way partition that subdivides nonagriculture into
mining, manufacturing, utilities, construction, commerce (wholesale and retail
trade), transportation, and services. Because the fraction of wage earners is
generally lower in agriculture than elsewhere in the economy, and the
nonagricultural share of employment increases with development, this
intersectoral shift of employment helps to explain about a third of the entire
~sample’s growth in the male fraction of wage earners in the labor force as
reported in the first row of Table 5. Among female workers the intersectoral
shift of employment out of agriculture accounts in Table 6 for only a sixth of
the more rapid advance of females into wage employment. The residual
interaction is relatively unimportant in the world total decompositions,
accounting for two percent.

When nonagricultural employment is divided into seven subsectors (lower
panel), the sources of the change in the male or female fraction of wage
earners do not change appreciably. The agricultural-nonagricultural distinction
is apparently of paramount importance for intersectoral shifts. Intrasectoral
increases in the wage earner fractions (within sectors) is the dominant
explanation for the change in the employment mix between family and firm,
particularly for women.

Tables 5 and 6 also report these decompositions within regions (see again
Appendix Table A-1 for regional groupings). East Asia evidences the most rapid

growth in the fraction of male
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wage earners, .88 percent per year, almost twice that recorded in the high
income economies. South and West Asia report the most rapid increases in the
fraction of female wage earners, of 2.75 percent per year, but this is largely
‘due to the abrupt decline in self-employed women and not.due to an absolute
gain in female wage employment (Table 3). Latin America exhibits the slowest
increase for the fraction of women in wage employment of .23 percent per year.
Yet women are increasing their labor force participation rapidly in this
continent where they have nearly gained parity with males in terms of education
(Table 3), but appear to be deflected from firm employment, possibly by
pervasive minimum wage legislation. The growth in the fraction of female wage
earners 1is moderately rapid in the high income market economies, .79 percent
per year. The disparities among regions in the rate of absorption of women
into wage employments are larger than for men.2%/ Interpretations of ‘employment
patterns among women might be facilitated if it were possible to analyze
simultaneously female overall labor force participation rates and disentangle
changes in the definition of economic activity that often lie behind changes in
women's family and self-employment activities.2?/ Because of these limitations
in the measurement of changes in the fraction of female workers who hold wage
employment, our focus shifts to the share of women (relative to men) in the
total labor force, and, more specifically, the women’s share of all wage
earners or firm employees. Decompositions based on these latter indicators of
women's status relative to men are shown in Tables 7 and 8.

Half of the widely noted increase in women's share of the labor force
(Table 7) in high income countries is accounted for by the redistribution of
employment across the eight distinguished sectors (i.e. 47%), though the shift
out of agriculture is no longer quantitatively important (top panel). In Latin

America the intersectoral change in jobs accounts for an even larger part of
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the growth in women'’s proportion of the labor force, but in this case most is
due to the relative movement of production and employment out of agriculture
(51 out of 87%). At the other extreme in East Asia, where the women's
proportion of the labor force has grown somewhat more rapidly than in Latin
America, this advance is fully explained by within sector gains in the fraction
of women in the labor force. In North Africa and South and West Asia, where
women are a decreasing fraction of the labor force, intersectoral shifts in
employment are relatively unimportant. The declines in women's participation
are widely distributed across sectors, either because there has been a
widespread displacement of women from the work force, or the redrawing more
narrowly of the definition of the labor force in censuses after 1961 has
reduced the enumeration of women in informal and family production activities.
Table 8 therefore repeats the decomposition analysis based only on the
fraction of wage earners who are women. This indicator of women’s
participation should be less affected by changes in the definition of gainful
economic activity within the family. The wage earner data suggest,
nonetheless, that the entire gain in women’s status in firm employment can
still be traced to the changing sectoral composition of wage employment in
Latin America. 1In East Asia and Africa, the increase in the fraction of wage
earners who are women is attributable to advances in this fraction within
sectors, and is not linked to changes in the sectoral composition of
employment. Thus, even when family employments are excluded, women in South
and West Asia are still losing ground in terms of their fraction of wage
employment, and this is not attributable to changes occurring in the
composition of employment in this region, or more accurately the lack of it.
Decomposing observed changes in women'’s participation in the labor force

implies that the changing sectoral distribution of employment that is broadly
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consistent with development has tended to increase women’s fraction of wage
employment in Latin America and also in the group of High Income Countries.
Similar advances made by women in the labor force in East Asia are not
attributable to such changes in the sectoral composition of employment. Nor
‘has the slow progress of women in North Africa, from a very small fraction of
the wage labor force, been assisted by changes in the changing composition of
African employment. Development-related changes in the sectoral composition of
jobs is not a major factor in the loss of women's portion of wage employment in
South and West Asia. Decompositions of changes in the fraction of women in
self-employed jobs or unpaid family work (not reported) confirm that where
women are moving ahead relative to men in wage employment, they are also
increasing their relative position in family jobs, such as in Latin America and
-East Asia. - Conversely, the female fractions of self-employed and family unpaid
workers are declining broadly within most sectors in South and West Asia. The
patterns observed by region in women’s labor force participation do not appear
localized to a few sectors or concentrated in certain types of jobs (Tables 3

and 4).

ITI. Evidence of Within Sector Variation in the Share of Wage Earners and the
Distribution of Employment with Development

Because increases in the fraction of all women in wage employment within
the various sectors account for virtually all the progress women have made in
this direction in Africa and Asia, analysis within specific sectors may clarify
the origins of and limitations on women’s entry into firm employment. Analysis
thus examines first between-country and then within-country variation in Wij.
the fraction of women in wage employment in sector j, and only then analyzes

the parallel variation in sectoral distribution of employment, nj. Discussion
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is focused on women in the four largest sectors--agriculture, manufacturing,
commerce and services--though comparisons are required with males to place in
perspective how technologies and. trade may have influenced the changing balance

of firm and family employment for both -sexes within and between sectors.

The Fraction of Wage Earners by Sector

Table 9 reports weighted ordinary least squares estimates for each sector
based on (1) the pooled initial and final year cross sections of 61 countries,
and (2) the annual rates of change over the observed interval within countries.
In the cross section the fraction of male wage earners in agriculture increases
with income, but decreases for women. Within countries, the rate of increase
“in income over time in percent is associated with an increase in the male and
female fractions of wage earners in agriculture of .14 and .28 percentage
points, respectively. The growth in the male and female fraction of wage
earners in services also increases more rapidly with income within countries
than it does across countries; a one percent income gain is associated within
countries with a .12 percentage point increase in services for both men and
- women, whereas the cross section suggests only a .04 and .08 percentage point
gain. Manufacturing and commerce exhibit the opposite tendency for the cross
-sectional income associations to exceed that for time series, .13 and .17 for
men and .19 and .22 for women, versus .1l and .12 for men over time, and much
slower for women, .04 and .13 percentage points. Thus, cross sectional
patterns underestimate the rate at which the fraction of wage earners has
increased over time with development in agriculture and services, but
overestimate this change in the composition of employment in manufacturing and

commerce. This difference by sector could be related to regulations and public

policy that have increased wages and labor costs for firms in manufacturing and
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commerce, but are more difficult to enforce on firms in agriculture and
services.

For the economy as a whole, a one percent annual rate of growth in real
income per adult is associated with about the same increase in the share of
wage earners for men and for women, .15 and .16, respectively. The observed
changes within countries were only slightly larger for men, .19 percentage
points, but substantially larger for women, .27 percentage points. Women have
thus entered wage employments more rapidly than would have been anticipated on
the basis of the cross country association by income level. Other recent
developments may have contributed to the more rapid entry of women into the
wage labor force in more rapidly developing countries, such as the leading role
of manufactures in expanding international trade and the forces that led to the

sharp decline in fertility in Latin America and East Asia.l%/

The Distribution of Employment by Sector

Table 10 reports regressions where the fraction of the labor force employed
in each sector, nj, is the dependent variable. The intersectoral shift of
workers out of agriculture (or the converse entrance into nonagriculture) is
virtually identical in the cross section or within countries over time. A one
percent increase in income is associated with a decline in .18 percentage
points in the male agricultural share of the labor force and about a .20
percentage point decline in female. The cross sectional pattern in employment
shares is a less adequate predictor of within country changes in manufacturing,
which relatively gained workers more slowly within countries than one would
have expected on the basis of the cross country pattern by income, increasing
over time one-third as rapidly with income as implied in the cross-section.

For women there was virtually no growth in employment share in manufacturing
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