


 

September 24, 2007: 
Schools receive 
progress reports and 
grades. 

  May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov 

November 5, 2007: 
Progress reports and 
grades released to 
the public.

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May 

April 30 – June 6, 2007: 
Environmental survey 
administered for the 
school year 2006-2007. 

January 8 – 17, 
2008: Students 
take ELA exams. 

March 4- 11, 
2008: Students 
take math exams. 

March 12 – April 8, 2008: 
Environmental survey 
administered for the 
school year 2007-2008.

Jun 

2008

June 23, 2008: 
ELA and math 
exam results 
released.

Figure 2: Timeline of Events Related to Accountability Implementation 

Dec 

December 2007: 
Closure of 7 F and 2 D 
schools announced. 

April 2007: Progress 
Report Methodology 
released to principals. 
Principals also receive 
a pilot report with 
2005-2006 data but 
without a grade. 
 

Apr 

2007



Figure 3: Distribution of School Average Test Scores in 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 
 

0
.0

1
.0

2
.0

3
D

en
si

ty

550 600 650 700 750
Scaled Score

English Language Arts '06-'07 Math '06-'07
English Language Arts '07-'08 Math '07-'08

 
Note: Densities shown for the 985 schools used in our empirical analysis. 
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Figure 4: School Average Math and ELA Scale Scores by Progress Report Grade 

Raw Test Scores, 2006-2007 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Residual Test Scores, 2006-2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Note: Residuals from a regression of test scores on the components of the overall score: peer index, progress, 
performance, environment, and additional credit.  We also include quartic polynomial for each component, and the 
impact of these variables is allowed to vary across the three types of schools (Elementary, K-8, and Middle).  The 
solid lines plot estimates from a locally weighted polynomial (Fan) regression with a bandwidth of 8 points 
performed separately within each group of schools with the same progress report grade. 



-1
5

-1
0

-5
0

5
10

15

R
es

id
ua

l M
at

h 
Te

st
 S

co
re

 

0 20 40 60 80 100
Overall Score

-1
5

-1
0

-5
0

5
10

15

R
es

id
ua

l E
LA

 T
es

t S
co

re
 

0 20 40 60 80 100
Overall Score

A B C D F

60
0

64
0

68
0

72
0

R
aw

 M
at

h 
Te

st
 S

co
re

 

0 20 40 60 80 100
Overall Score

60
0

64
0

68
0

72
0

R
aw

 E
LA

 T
es

t S
co

re
 

0 20 40 60 80 100
Overall Score

A B C D F

Figure 5: School Average Math and ELA Scale Scores by Progress Report Grade 
Raw Test Scores, 2007-2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Residual Test Scores, 2007-2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Note: Residuals from a regression of test scores on the components of the overall score: peer index, progress, 
performance, environment, and additional credit.  We also include a quartic polynomial for each component, and the 
impact of these variables is allowed to vary across the three types of schools (Elementary, K-8, and Middle).  The 
solid lines plot estimates from a locally weighted polynomial (Fan) regression with a bandwidth of 8 points 
performed separately within each group of schools with the same progress report grade. 




