
Anne E.C. McCants is Margaret MacVicar Faculty Fellow and Chair of the Department 
of History at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where she teaches European 
economic and social history and social science research methods.  She is the author of 
Civic Charity in a Golden Age: Orphan Care in Early Modern Amsterdam (1997), and 
numerous articles on historical demography, material culture, and the standard of living 
in the Dutch Republic.  She is currently working on an economic and institutional history 
of the movement to build cathedrals and other major churches in the Gothic style in 
north-western Europe in the 12th and 13th centuries. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


